Chronic thromboembolic occlusion in the adult can mimic pulmonary artery agenesis.
In the first 100 patients operated on for C T-E PH, three were referred with the diagnosis of UPAA having been made elsewhere. We found that many features of these two conditions are so similar that differential diagnosis is very difficult. Shared features may include findings on chest x-ray film, pulmonary angiography, CT scan and MRI studies. Since the two conditions vary substantially with respect to the methods of potential surgical correction, recognition of this possible differential diagnostic dilemma is important.